
Comparative and Contrast Paragraph
	Course Learning Outcome
	Portfolio Objective

	GE4.A
	Use topic sentence, supporting sentences, and concluding sentences
	· Write a comparative paragraph using correct paragraph structure 
· Use appropriate signal words for comparison and contrast
· Plan, draft, and revise one’s own writing

	GE4.B
	Write a comparative paragraph using correct paragraph structure
	

	GE4.C
	Use appropriate signal words
	

	GE4.E
	Plan, draft, and revise one’s own writing
	



A comparative and contrast paragraph is a type of explanation paragraph that compares and contrasts two things. Like any explanation paragraph, the details in comparative paragraph can contain facts, examples, reasons, or descriptions. More importantly, comparative paragraph usually requires writers to use comparative and superlative adjectives to describe the topic in detail. Take a look at an example of a comparative paragraph below.

Country Life and City Life

     Country life and city life offer different kinds of environments. First, a country town has fewer people. Therefore, they can live on big lots with plenty of space. Cities have more people on a much smaller space living very close to each other. Secondly, the air in the country is cleaner. On the other hand, city air has a lot more pollution. We know that people who live in industrial city atmospheres have many lung and throat diseases. Third, people move more slowly in the country. They don’t live in a hurry and don’t have to worry too much about things. In the city, however, people are faster and sometimes are more reckless. Because of this fast life, they get anxious easily and have many emotional problems. Finally, friendships come more easily in the country. People usually chat and take time with each other. That is not always true in the city. City friendships are brief and less meaningful. For these reasons, I think people will have a better quality of life if they live in the country and not the city. 

(Adapted from Henry Ford College’s Learning Lab Exercise)

In this example, the paragraph is organized by comparing four different things about country and city life: people, air quality, emotional health, and friendship. Visually, the organization or the paragraph looks like this:

Supporting sentence 1: People
Detail A (Country): Fewer people with plenty of space
Detail B (City):  more people with smaller space

Supporting sentence 2: Air quality
Detail A (Country): Cleaner air
Detail B (City): More pollution

Supporting sentence 3: Emotional Health
Detail A (Country): People move more slowly and don’t worry so much
Detail B (City): People are always in a hurry and anxious

Supporting sentence 4: Friendship
Detail A (Country): Friends take time with each other
Detail B (City): friendships are short and less meaningful
Here are some useful signal words that you can use in a comparative paragraph.

To talk about similarity:
in the same way, likewise, similarly, both, too, like, the same

To talk about difference:
yet, but, however, nonetheless, though, in contrast, on the other hand, unlike

To add ideas in a separate sentence:
first, second, also, in addition, furthermore, moreover, in fact, even more 

To give examples in a separate sentence:
for example, for instance, to illustrate, as an illustration

To talk about reason (cause) and consequence (effect):
because, since
therefore, so, as a result, thus, consequently

To conclude your paragraph:
In short, in brief, to sum up, in conclusion, in summary

Another way to organize a comparative paragraph is to compare similarities and differences. Let us take a look at an example of this organization below:

My Two Homes

      I am lucky to have a chance to live in different places. Among these places, there are two that I call home, and they are New York City and Quetzaltenango, Guatemala. When you compare them, they seem like dramatically different places, but they have some things in common, and I love them both (topic sentence). First of all, both cities have their own famous nickname. Everyone knows New York is ‘The Big Apple’. Quetzaltenango also has a nickname called ‘Xela’. It means ‘Lake under the volcanoes’. Unlike the ‘Big Apple’, though, the name ‘Xela’ is probably harder to say for most people The second similarity is that they both have nice parks where people can go and walk enjoying nature. In these two places you will hear many tourists speak different languages. You feel so alive to be surrounded by people from different countries. However, Central Park in New York City is much bigger than the park in Xela. You will have more time to enjoy the walk before bumping into big city skyscrapers again. Finally, the vibes in these two cities are both amazing. Nevertheless, I think Xela is more colorful than New York city. Everywhere you look in Xela, you see houses of different colors welcoming you. Unlike Xela, New York City is like a concrete Jungle. The buildings are usually the same color, although they might light up spectacularly at night. 

	Exercise:
In this exercise, you are going to organize a comparative paragraph based on similarities and differences. This paragraph is titled, ‘My life Now and 5 Years Ago’. Following the example below, fill out the missing information from the graphic organizer and outline your ideas about the similarities and differences between your life now and five years ago. Highlight the comparative and superlative adjectives in blue. 

My Life Now and 5 Years Ago



Comparison 1:

My physical appearance
Comparison 2:

_____________
Comparison 3:

_____________
Similarity:

Short hair,
Thinner than my friends
Difference:

Wear glasses, wear hijab now
Similarity:





Difference:





Similarity:





Difference:








    



	PRE-WRITING



In this portfolio, you are going to write a comparative paragraph. Compare and contrast one of the following topics:
· Compare Saudi culture to another culture that you know. 
· Compare the benefits and drawbacks of learning learning online
· Compare the features of Toyota Corolla and Camry. 

Alternative multimodal writing project: 
· Make a reaction video comparing two similar products that you have in your home and tell the audience which one you like better. Use the same brainstorm box below to say write what you want to say in the video. 

Brainstorm 3 supporting sentences and details the the topic that you choose. Use at least 3 signal words and 3 words from unit 3 vocabulary.

	Topic:

Topic sentence

Comparison 1: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Detail (A - B format OR Similarity - Difference format)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...


Comparison 2: ……………………………………………………………………………………….

Detail (A - B format OR Similarity - Difference format)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Comparison 3:
 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Detail (A - B format OR Similarity - Difference format)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Concluding sentence: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….





	Unit 4 Vocabulary



nouns:
clue   demand   developer   loss   object   profit   supplies   version   advantage   championship   effect   energy   equipment   limit   performance   profit   responsibility   solution   technology

verbs:
calculate   estimate   realize   update   ban   compete  include   invent  figure out

adjectives:
instant   original   artificial   expert   financial   profitable   responsible


	WRITING: FIRST DRAFT



Write your paragraph in the box below. Underline signal words and unit vocabulary in blue. Make sure that you:
· Use complete sentences (with clear subject and verb in every sentence)
· Capitalize the first letter of every sentence
· Use final punctuation at the end of every sentence (e.g. period, question or exclamation mark)
· Indent your paragraph

	
              

















	POST-WRITING



Check the quality of your writing by using the table below. If you tick “No”, revise your sentence(s).

	Yes
	No
	Self-Assessment

	
	
	Does the topic sentence have a controlling idea?

	
	
	Do I have at least three supporting sentences?

	
	
	Do I organize my comparisons appropriately?

	
	
	Do I have a concluding sentence that summarizes my paragraph?

	
	
	Do I use signal words to help tie my sentences together?

	
	
	Do I write in with consistent tense? 

	
	
	Do I write in complete sentences?

	
	
	Does every subject and verb agree?

	
	
	Does every sentence begin with a capital letter?

	
	
	Does every sentence have a final punctuation (period, question/exclamation mark)?

	
	
	Do I indent my paragraph?





	FINAL DRAFT 



Revise your paragraph/video script below based on your teacher’s feedback:

	















	ASSESSMENT RUBRIC (TEACHER’S MARK)



	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Process
Student properly follows and accomplishes all the steps in the writing stages.
	
	
	
	

	Content
Student addresses the topic by providing enough comparison for the topic he or she chooses. 
	
	
	
	

	Text Organization
Student compares/contrasts at least 3 features of the topic in an organized fashion.
	
	
	
	

	Vocabulary
Student uses a variety of high frequency vocabulary appropriately.
	
	
	
	

	Grammar & Mechanics
Student writes in complete sentences with clear subject and verb.
Student writes in consistent tense.
Student uses correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.
Student uses indentation to start the paragraph.
	
	
	
	

	Total (out of 20)
	



Teacher’s feedback:
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